
 
 
 

Design News Recognizes Parker Products 
 
ACR9600 controller and LCR actuator named Best Product finalists of 2011. 
 
 
Design News magazine, a key information source for engineers developing products of the future, 
has named Parker’s ACR9600 controller and LCR series actuators as finalists in its 2011 Golden 
Mousetrap Awards. 
 

Part of Parker’s new Xpress PAC family, the ACR9600 Programmable 
Automation Controller (also called Xpress PAC 9600) offers a powerful 
combination of motion and machine control in multiple hardware 
configurations. The Xpress PAC 9600 builds upon the core motion engine of 
the ACR9000 family of controllers, now allowing users to develop code in 
IEC 61131-3 programming languages. Also included are industry standards 
for communications with EtherNet/IP, networked servo drives via 
ETHERNET Powerlink and PLCopen function blocks. All of these features 
are managed from a single integrated software development environment. 

 
The ACR9600 offers significant flexibility in hardware and software, giving 
users the ability to best tailor a control solution in terms on performance and 
cost. In addition to ETHERNET Powerlink networked servo drives,  

traditional servo or stepper drives are control options as well. A single, integrated software 
development environment is included for configuration, tuning and programming. IEC 61131-3 
languages ladder logic, structured text and continuous function chart are available and can all be 
utilized in a single project to accommodate multiple programmers and styles. Users can develop and 
re-use their own function blocks, saving significant coding and testing time.  
 
The LCR (Light Capacity Rodless) Series are linear  
positioners designed to reduce the total design time  
and overall cost of development while increasing the  
OEM’s return on investment. LCR builds upon the  
proven life science track record of our MX80 and  
LP28 series for an easy-to-use, high-quality, off-the- 
shelf linear actuator for payloads up to 25 lbs  
(100 N) at travel lengths up to 1m. Ideal applications  
include liquid handling, laboratory automation, electric  
gripping, laners and diverters for light packaging  
conveyors, and point of purchase. LCR provides the  
smallest form factor with flexibility unmatched by  
most competitive products. 
 

 

 



The downside of build-it-yourself linear axes is they require that all the different parts needed to 
build the axes be ordered, tracked, received, inventoried, assembled, and tested. With the LCR 
Series pre-engineered positioners, however, OEMs can significantly reduce their time to market 
with minimized design, procurement, manufacturing, assembly, and qualification of the many parts 
necessary to build a linear motion axis from scratch. Other advantages include lower design costs, 
higher ROI, reduced component complexity, reduced inventory costs, and simplified procurement 
process (one point of contact for the complete motion system).LCR is a pre-tested, ready-to-use 
solution from an ISO-qualified supplier. 
 
For more than 20 years, the Design News Awards Program has recognized engineering innovation 
and creativity in product design. This year, Golden Mousetrap awards were given in four major 
categories: Electronics & Test, Automation & Control, Design Tools: Hardware & Software, and 
Materials & Assembly. Managing Editor Jennifer Campbell gathered a record number of entries, 
distributing them to our beat editors for judging. Based on their expertise in each technology area, 
95 finalists and 18 winners were selected. The March 21 edition of Design News features this year’s 
winners.  
 
For more information about Parker’s Xpress PAC, please visit www.parkermotion.com/PAC. For 
more information on Parker’s LCR Series, please visit www.parkermotion.com/lcr. 
 
 
www.parkermotion.com 


